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I'm a New Orleans-based architect and design justice advocate. I 
founded and direct Colloqate Design, a nonprofit design practice that 
expands community access to and power through the design of social, 
civic, and cultural spaces. I'm also a founding organizer of the Design 
As Protest Collective and Dark Matter University, working to build 
power in and with marginalized voices in the built environment.

Currently, I'm a Design Critic here at Harvard University Graduate 
School of Design and the 202526 National NOMA President. At 
Harvard, I have led Studio and seminars on The Black New Deal, 
Typologies of Liberation and Spatial Reparations and Memory.
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Col·lo·qate
/ˈkälə kāt/

The sequence of people and place 
habitually juxtaposed with another at a 
frequency greater than chance.

col·lo·cate
/ˈkälə kāt/

A sequence of words or phrases habitually 
juxtaposed with another at a frequency 
greater than chance.

COLLOQUIAL + LOCATE + COLLOCATE: COLLOQATE

col·lo·qui·al : kəˈlōkwēəl/ adjective (of language) used in ordinary, 
informal or a familiar conversation; not formal or literary. 
Conversational. Informal

lo·cate :ˈlōˌkāt,lōˈkāt/ verb 1. discover the exact place or position of. 
2. Situate in and of a particular place. 3. place within a particular 
context

col·lo·cate :ˈkäləˌkāt/ verb 1. (of a word) be habitually juxtaposed 
with another at a frequency greater than chance. 3.place side by 
side or in a particular relation.



PEOPLE
SPACE

BUILDING 
SPACE

BLOCK
SPACE

NEIGHBORHOOD 
SPACE

METRO SPACE NATIONAL SPACE

Expressions of 
culture grounded 
at the scale of 
the human or 
communities. (i.e. 
prayer mats)

Expressions of 
culture shaped by 
one's interaction 
a with space at 
the scale of a 
building. (stoop 
sitting or porch 
watching)

Expressions of 
culture shaped by 
one's interaction 
a with space at 
the scale of a 
block. (Neutral 
ground, corner 
store 
congregation)

Expressions of 
culture shaped by 
one's interaction a 
with space at the 
scale of a 
neighborhood. 
(Neutral ground, 
corner store 
congregation)

Expressions of culture 
shaped by one's 
interaction a with 
space at the scale of 
a city/town/etc. 
(colloquialisms, 
secondline)

Expressions of culture 
shaped by one's 
interaction a with 
space at the scale of a 
nation (capitalism, 
democracy, sports)

SCALE OF SPATIO-CULTURAL INTERACTION



The Design profession is an institution, and like all institutions it  
imposes its power and leverages privilege by manipulating the 
component signals and receivers that make up an institution. 
Institutions are subject to their own inherited biases. We are often 
conduits of power, not the sources of power. And if weʼre not 
careful, weʼll be funnels of malicious power.

Policy_ 
A regulatory statement of 
intent, and are generally 
performance based. 
Policies are generally 
adopted by a governance 
body and  passed onto 
executing body to 
establish procedures or 
protocols to carry out the 
intent of the policy. 

Procedure_ 
The prescriptive 
sequence of actions or 
instructions established 
for the governing body to 
carry out the intention of 
policy initiatives. 

Practice_
a conventional, 
traditional, or otherwise 
standardised 
methodology of 
operating, by the 
governed,  in response 
to or in accordance 
with policies and 
procedures set forth by 
a governing body.

Project/Programs_
Something that is 
devised, planned. A 
undertaking small or 
large that has direct 
implications in or for 
the positive emotional 
or physical well-being 
of the users in the built 
environment

Pedagogy_
the defining process of 
indoctrinating 
theoretical and 
conceptual ideas of a 
practice or profession. 
Generally in an 
academic environment.

People/Collective_
The individuals and 
communities that make 
up the constituent 
population. Often times 
subject to the prevailing 
forces of the process 
and relegated to a 
reactionary position 
unless actively organized 
and engaged

Ideology Codification Implementation Methodology Realization Culture 

The Signal - CRT DJ - The Receiver



CULTURE
Ethno Racialized

Biased power of ancestry, 
nationality, or geography. 

Biased power of Color 
coded systems of 
oppression and privilege.

Pattern of reactions to the 
forces of  perceived 
ancestry or common 
nationality.

Pattern of reactions to color 
coded racialized subjugation 
and privileges.

Ethnic
Cultural Identity

Racial
Cultural Identity

“ISM”

COMMUNITY

“ISM”

COMMUNITY

Biased power of prevailing 
environmental, geographic, 
social, political forces

Pattern of reactions to 
prevailing environmental, 
geographic, social, political 
forces.

Intersectional 
cultural Identity

CULTURE

“ISMS”

COMMUNITY

CULTURE



WHAT IS DESIGN 
JUSTICE?

Design Justice is a spatio-cultural approach that forwards 
a radical liberatory vision of racial and social 

reparation through the process and outcomes of design.

Design Justice acknowledges the loss of memory as the 
root of all oppression and that the relentless pursuit and 

design of  spaces of culture and memory is the 
foundation of a truthful and joyful collective existence.

Design Justice seeks to challenge the privilege and 
power structures that use architecture and design as a 

tool of oppression against communities.



MAKING 
MEANING.

After departure, only invisible things are left, 
perhaps the life of the world is held together by 
invisible chains of memory and loss and love. 

-James Baldwin
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The present is the point at which 
time touches eternity.

-C.S. Lewis

MARKING
TIME.
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The diaspora is an act of will and memory.

-Bell Hooks

MASSING
MEMORY.
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Community Design Organizer/Advocate Diagram
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Community Spatial Implications





Community Design - Facade Details



Moment | Momento | Memory | Myth | Media | Markers | Monuments | Memorials | Museums | Malls | MappingMASSING
MEMORY.



Moment | Momento | Memory | Myth | Media | Markers | Monuments | Memorials | Museums | Malls | MappingMASSING
MEMORY.



Moment | Momento | Memory | Myth | Media | Markers | Monuments | Memorials | Museums | Malls | MappingMASSING
MEMORY.



Moment | Momento | Memory | Myth | Media | Markers | Monuments | Memorials | Museums | Malls | MappingMASSING
MEMORY.














